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Moura No.2 - 1994
Task Group 4

 “ Knowledge of conditions in a mine following an incident is 
essential in planning any rescue effort”

 “Information  systems must be provided to support 
implementation of the most appropriate rescue measures.”

 “ Industry should develop an effective computer based 
emergency decision support system for incident management 
and training”.
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Context
 The Incident Control Team and particularly the Incident 

Controller need to consider vast amounts of information 
during an event

 Many inputs to making properly considered decisions exist 
within the mines operating systems and safety management 
procedures before an event but need to be accessible in the 
pressured environment of an emergency.

 Critical new information that only exists after an event has 
occurred needs to be assessed in a structured and logical 
process so that issues are not overlooked.

 Whilst this can be achieved by manual paper based 
processes it becomes cumbersome and prone to error.
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Background

 Qld and NSW Industry Mine Re-entry Risk Assessment Conducted 
October/November 2008

 Task Group formed 2009 to develop Rescue Operational Guideline

 Mines Rescue operations Explosibility RA conducted July 2010

 Guideline completed October 2010

 Initial Information Management Software Prototype completed March 
2011

 Recommendation from Qld Level 1 Emergency Exercise 2013: 
Implement MRAS to assist when QMRS arrive on site, with 
information/incident questions answered. 
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FUNCTIONAL SPECIFICATION and LOGIC
Assist decision makers make informed decisions - not make a 
decision for them.

Access, gather and maintain relevant information already 
existing within the mines SHMS to avoid duplication of 
information.

Identify and assess the critical information relevant to the 
specific incident, to avoid unnecessary information overload.

Provide reports which can quickly summarise the information 
status to assist the decision makers determine what information 
is known or unknown.
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FUNCTIONAL SPECIFICATION and LOGIC
Assist decision makers to prioritise required and outstanding information.

Maintaining an up to date log of an incidents status and general actions.

Allow decision makers to formally acknowledge the adequacy of 
information.

Prepare approved mines rescue team task deployment instructions

A formal process for the assessment and acknowledgement of explosibility 
risk.

A formal process for approval of entry into a mine during or after an 
incident 





Routine Questions
 To establish MRAS at a mine 

a series of questions need to 
be worked through.

 9 potential hazard sources 
have been identified that 
impact mines rescue 
deployment. Each has 
associated level 1 questions 
to establish the level of 
control of this hazard.

 Some level 1 questions have 
second level questions 
associated with them.
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ROUTINE QUESTIONS
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ASSESSING RISK OF EXPLOSIBILITY
SAFEGAS DATA



QMRS Mines Rescue Team Recruit Training Program
© Queensland Mines Rescue Service 

ASSESSING RISK OF EXPLOSIBILITY
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ASSESSING RISK OF EXPLOSIBILITY
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PIKE RIVER MINE RE-ENTRY
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TASK COMPLETED


