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NEW MINE RESCUE MANUAL 

Introduction 
Environmental Conditions 
Hazardous Atmospheres 
Gas Detection Instruments 
Oxygen Therapy 
Rope Rescue 
Mine Rescue Organization 
Electrical Hazards 
Rescue Tools 
Respiratory Protective Equipment 
Fire 
Underground Operations 
Operation Skills 
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• Our updated manual arose from the old BC 
Mine Rescue that has been the reference 
material for Emergency Response Teams in 
Western Canada for 50 years.   

• The Core Team was made up of  industry 
and government representatives from 
British Columbia, Nunavut, the Northwest 
Territories, and Nunavut.  

NEW MINE RESCUE MANUAL 
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A HISTORY OF PROVIDING MUTUAL AID 
– Keno Hill Silver Mine in the Yukon in June 1966  

– Lupin - two separate fires involving Underground 
mobile equipment in 1989 and 1990  

– The mines in Yellowknife had teams that participated 
in mutual aid exercises and responses.   

– Two teams from the Northwest Territories, as well as 
the government mine rescue coordinator were flown 
to Grande Cache Alberta to join teams from British 
Columbia, Alberta and Saskatchewan in the 
extinguishment of a fire in the underground conveyor 
gallery at the coal mine.   
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MUTUAL AID 
Currently active in NWT and Nunavut 

 Vale mine at Thompson, Manitoba supports the Meliadine 
project.   

 Ekati, Diavik, and Snap Lake Diamond mines 
 

Meliadine Ekati, Diavik and Snap Lake teams   
Successful Mutual Aid Exercise at Ekati 
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REQUIREMENTS FOR EFFECTIVE  
MUTUAL AID 
• A prolonged emergency requires mutual aid 

• A memorandum of understanding for mutual aid exists 
between most of the mines in the NWT and Nunavut: 

• DeBeers Snap Lake 

• Dominion Diamond Mines Ekati 

• Rio Tinto Diavik  

• Agnico Eagle Meliadine.   
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MOVING BEYOND THE MINES 

Tibbitt to Contwoyto Winter Road  
 Ice road built to service mines and exploration 

activities in NWT & Nunavut  
 400 - 600 km in length  
 The world's longest heavy haul ice road  
 Operates for eight to ten weeks starting in late January. 
 2015   9000 northbound dispatches  

   300,000 metric tonnes of freight 
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2014 Fires 
On July 18, 2014 Wild Fires came 
perilously close to destroying the Dome 
Lake Winter Road Camp.  

 $15,000,000 asset  
• First of three camps where crews are 

based to construct and maintain the 
winter road 

• Ensures the supply line for fuel, 
material and equipment used at the 
mines.   

• Emergency Response Teams 
mobilized to the site to move 
equipment, to clear larger fire 
breaks, remove combustible material 
from the camp  

• Set up a sprinkler system.   
• Completed safely in a limited time 

with no injuries to any of the team.   
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DOME LAKE FIRE  

BEFORE AFTER 
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Questions??? 

 
Website:  wscc.nt.ca  


