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Wilhelm SCHOEN
Mining engineer

- 1981University Leoben/Austria
- manager in several mines

underground &  open pits
- 35 years experience, 

Europe and oversea

- mine rescue since 1983

CEO Central Mine Rescue

personel data
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Austria since 2004
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Prehistoric copper mining 
Salzburg: copper mining from18th century B.C.

Prehistoric salt mining
Hallstatt: world's oldest salt mine - salt mining 
from 12th century B.C.

Iron ore
Basic for Noric Steel - high quality steel from 
Noricum during the time of the Roman Empire 
300 B.C.

History – Mines in  Austria
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geological card and data

area 83.855 km²
citizens 8,474 mio

1.300 operating sites, mines and quarries
5.000 employees
120 mio t hard rock mining
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mining data 2013

Iron ore 2.323.323

tungsten 488.440
gypsum 635.299
oil shale
oil
gas

173
1 mio t

1 billion m³
talc 134.814
kaoline 40.055
magnesite 714.422
lime stone 21.278.770
quartz 807.920
clay 1.575.524
Salz sole (m³n) 3.717.419
dolomite 6.439.848
Sand and gravel 24.160.015
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Source: Federal Ministry of Science, Research and Economy
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underground activities

connected with Central Mine Rescue

93 Underground mines
32 Visitor Mines and Medical Centers in mines

730.000 visitors per year

2 Oil und gas produktion ‐ store companies
14 thermal wells, containing gas
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underground mining
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450 underground mining employees
730.000 visitors in visitor mines
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organisational structure of mine rescue Austria

Mine Act

Mining  
Companies

Chamber of
Commerce

Mine      
Rescue

Trade Associations
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New MINE RESCUE AUSTRIA:
challenges:
small, flexible 
low costs
partnership
cooperation
common training & exercise

ONLINE MINE RESCUE PLAN

- MASTER PLAN -

organisational structure of mine rescue services 
Austria
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Main goal:
to convince Mining Industry
to work together
We have no mining company,   

which is big enough, to solve
heavy mine problems on their own. 

The partnership of all mining
companies is needed.

Mine rescue is added value for MINING INDUSTRY
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tasks of mine rescue services in Austria
by Mineral Raw Material Act

Mine Rescue Austria has to
 set rules in mine rescue

 advice training for underground
mining industry in case of 
emergency

 is mouthpiece for mine rescue

 interface coordination

 international contacts

 report to government
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Set up: MINE RESCUE

3 Rescue Teams for 24 h continuous operation

only 4 h respirators for rescuers
always 5 rescuers

Transportation of the rescuers with
Helicopters of the Armed Forces

Connected with:
 Mine Rescue Czech Rep.
 Mine Rescue Germany
 Mine Rescue Poland
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ADDED VALUE for MINING INDUSTRY 

Saving costs:
A very flat working rescue system

Low  Yearly costs for Central Mine  
Rescue 

Common trainings and exercises

Common purchases for Mine Rescue 
like respirators, etc.



Dipl. –Ing. Wilhelm SchönDipl. –Ing. Wilhelm Schön 14

Mine Rescue MASTER PLAN

ONLINE RESCUE PLAN – MASTER  PLAN

Created by CENTRAL MINE RESCUE

Based on emergency plans of the mining companies

Set on internet www.hauptstelle.at

Every Mine Rescue Team
has its own sector in AUSTRIA to operate
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MASTERPLAN rescue services‐mine rescue

MASTER PLAN mine rescue

7 Mine Rescue Brigades
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organizational structure of mine rescue 
services Austria

Salinen Austria AG, salt mine 5 teams
Veitsch‐Radex GmbH & Co OG, magnesite 3 teams
Buchberg, armed forces 2 teams
EZB, armed forces 5 teams
Terra Mystica, Visitor Mine  2 teams
Schwaz, visitor mine 2 teams
Wolfram Bergbau und Hütten AG, tungsten 3 teams

7 Mine Rescue Brigades,                             22 rescue teams
150 rescuers in total



Dipl. –Ing. Wilhelm SchönDipl. –Ing. Wilhelm Schön 17

trainings

2014   13 Common Rescue trainings
in different mines, 
with

‐ disaster authorities
‐ Fire Brigades
‐Mine Rescue

One big training for all 
rescue teams, yearly,    
movie mine rescue
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Thursday, 22. Oct. 2015 
Austrian Mine Rescue Day

Friday, 23. Oct. 2015
Main Training Mine Rescue

Company: 
SALINEN AUSTRIA AG
Hallein/Dürrnberg,
Salt visitor mine

Next Austrian Mine Rescue Day and
Main Training


